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Profitable Business of Poultry Raising in America

BY PROF, FREDERIC H, STONERURN
UULTRY-KEEPING appeals to
different people In different
ways., To some It offers an op-
portunity to make productive thesidle
elty vard or village plot, adding to
the family Income or reducing living
éxpenses; 1o others, a chance to de-
yelop an independent business which
will yield a good living and an oppor-
tunlty to provide for future needs;
by still another class it is regarded
as a beautiful, juteresting hobby, a
recreation, which takes one out of
doors and inereases his efficiency in
his regular oceupation,

Almost every one can arrange to
keep a few fowls, provided they. arve
sufficiently interested to induce tlem
to overcome the obstacles, If any,
which confront them. For a modest
beginning, but lttle land, capltal and
time are needed, If the right start
Is made the business may be devels
oped ag experience 15 gained and re-
gilts warrant,

There are a great many peaple who
are deeply Interested fn poultry hus-
handry, who really have a well-(e-
veloped case of “'chicken fever," who
hesitate to begin actual work because
they lack the necessary land, time,
money or a knowledge of the subject.
Let us disenss these in order.

Land,

The firsy is u serlous consideration,
but ft afleets only those living in
large citles, and as a matter of I,
only & portion of them. It I8 true
that poultry-keeplng 13 discouraged
in the thickly settled parts of large
towns and Is even prohibited by law
in certaln of them. If one {5 so lo=
vated he had botter move to the out-
skirts of the city, where House lots
are larger, or to the sulurbs, where
menty of space 1s available, And at
the beginning one does not need o
very large plot of land. A backvard
ul liberal size will comfortably accom-
modate a goodly flock of fowls, cer-
tainly as large as i8 required to sup-
ply the home table or to e main-
lained as & hobby:

Time,

The bugy man who leaves liome in
the morning and does not return wntll
evening has only a limited amount of
time that he can devote to this work.
Biit thiz I3 not the serlous dyawback
that [t was o few years ago, We now
have avalluble perfected automatic
nppliances for hatehing, brooding,
feeding and watering ponltry, ma-
vhines which will do this work in a
most satisfactory manner with but
little attentlon on the part of the at-
tendant, One can now ron quite a
plant, even {f absent from it the great-
er part of the time,

Money.

It takes some ready money to pro-
vide accommoduations for even a small
flock and secure the birds themselves,
but if one {8 content to make o be-
ginning In a modest way, the neces-
sary expendilure pmounts to very 1t-
tle, In a very short time the fowls
should begin to pay all running ex-
penses of the little plant and return
something of a profit, which may be
devoted 1o expansion or Improvement,

Knowledge,

Knowledge and experlence are
needed before pny great success may
bie expected.  The former may be se
tured through reading authoritative
articles on the subject, from bulleting
issued by varlous Goyernment Insti-
iuttons and from talking with sue-
cegsful poultrymen.  Many of our ag-
ricultural eolleges offer short courses
In poultry husbandry and helpful cor-
respendence conrges are avallable.
Thig series of articles is designed to
glve parctical “what-to-do-and-how-
to=do-it"" information, each Instalment
dealing with some seasonable guliject.

The best way 1o gain the required
oxperience I8 to netually begin work
with the fowls, even If in the most
Ilmited way, Mistakes mnst he ox-
pected, bot fhe lessons thus learned
wil] be turned to good neeouit In the
fiture
Preparvation,
for .those who wish

J0 much to

In Wis current acticle Professor
Stoneburn explains  llow  Lest fo
mnke A sta In poultry-keaping.
avcardinge to Lhe oblect to be at-
tilned. From week to week he will
pive our readors practical, depondd-
able information and advice un ull
the activities of the poultrymaon,
laying speciil emphasis upon how
to moke the business pany a profit.

In hin following  artic which
appenrs next week, Professor Stono-
burn divcuases the varlons breeds
and varletles of poultry and thely
prominent characteristion. This will
serve oy oa gulde to those about Lo
make & cholen,

merely establish a home flock. The
inexperienced man who wishes to en-
gage in poultry-keeping as an exclu-
Bive business can profit greatly from
mannging such a flock, but he re-
quires mueli additional preparations
before being qualificd to successfully
manage a commerclal poultry plant.
To such Individuals I would give the
followlng advice, If possible, take a
coutrse In poultry husbandry ‘st one of
the many Institutions offering such
courses, and then spend a year or two
working on a successful profit-grow-
Ing poultry plant. In any ewvent, se-
cure the beuefit of the latter traln-
ing and so learn how the successful
men manage their establishments and
how coatly experiments and errors
|mny be avolded,

In the Spring one may start a home
flovk at slight expense, through the
purchase of a gmall pen of breeding
birds, of eggs for hatching or baby
chicks, But lttle squipment will he
needed, especially It the lens are
uged to hatch the eggs and rear the
chicks, Broody hens can usually be
secured from nearby poultrymen, and
after they have performed thelr work,
they may be fattened and dressed for
the table, or else rotalned for another
sason,

I a small breeding pen is obtained,
some kind of a house or coop will be
needed, but since the Winter season
Is past this need be nelther large nor
elaborate, A small, inexpensive port-
gblg house may be purchased or the
handy man can rig up a satisfactory
outfit from a plano box or two or
some large packing cases, The fowls
will pay no attention to architectural
detnils. All they require Is protection
from the weather, plenty of fresh alr
and dry guarters.

Of course, a poultry yard will be
demanded, but this may be a tem-
porary affalr made of ordlnary poul-
try netting stretehed on light stakes
or posts. For house furnlshings, as
water dishes, fead boxes and nests,
one may use discarded kitchen pans
and dishes and small boxes from the
grocery store.

Lquipment.

During the long days of Summer
there will bhe ample time to erect a
better poultry house and yard and
got everything shipshape for the Win-
ter's work. (Bubsequent contribu-
tibng in this serfes will contain bulld-
fng plans and descriptions of poul-
try houscs of the more popular types.)

The temporary outfit may not be
beantiful, but it will serve its pur-
pose and its low cost will often make
possilile a begloning in this fine.

In many cases there will be avail-
able old poultry houses or other build-
ings which may be cleaned up and
used for a time. One very successful
poultryman provided nuarters for his
first flock by merely wiring In the

space underneath an elevated back
porch,

For the sitting hens and thelr ex-
pected broods, comfortable coops may
be made of packing boxes of moder-
ate slze which may be cheaply ob-
talned at any large store. A cover-
ing of bullding paper will make these
weather-proof for a season. Such
coops are commonly used on many
large poultry farms because of thelr
low cast,

When making the initial purchase
of mature stock, ehlcks or eggs, the
beginner ghould exercise the greatest
care, He should first make up his
mind what breed and varlety is best
sulted to his purpose, whether ha is
most Interested in the fancy points or
the producing abillty of his flock, and
then secure a straln In which the de-
slred characteristics are well estab-
lished.

I"urchases.

It is & mistake to buy elther oggs
or slock merely becatse the price Is
low. Too often this means that the
flock will be poor in quality, unpro-
ductive and unprofitable and this In
turn may causge the amatenr to be-
come dlsgusted and glve up the work.
On the ofher hand, high prices do not
necessarlly mean that the stock fs
desirable or that the oggs were pro-
duced by birds of the deslred stand-
ard. The beginner should secure
the advice of an experienced poultry-
man in his neighborhood as to the
sources from which (o secure just
what he needs, or else Investigate the
matter earefully und use his best
Judgment, based upon the informa-
tlon secured.

If birds of show trpe are wanted,
place your order with some prominent
specialty breeder of the selected bireed
or varlety, some one whoso stock has
regularly won prizes In open compell-
tion at leading ponltry exhibitions.
It 18 not necessary to buy prize-win-
ning specimens or eges from the best
blood of the strains that have demon-
strated their excellence (0 ppen com-
petition. Blood will tell, and the pro-
portion of deslrable voungsters bred
from medium-grade birds of estab-
Hshed strains s usually greater than
among those bred by freak or chance
birds of unusual excellence which
have no real breeding.

The same applies to laving stock.
The tendency toward great cgg-pro-
duction is inherited, and as there are
§0 many bred-to-lay flod%s in Amer-
lea, those who wish heavy-laying pul-
lets ghould take full advantage of the
work already accomplished.

Be suro that the parent flock |s
bealthy angd vigorous, as these quull-
tleg are greatly to be deslred. See to
It that the parents of your progpoec-
tive chlcks are free [rom such dls-
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orders which will almast surely ap-
pear in their offspring,

If yon cannot visit the plant from
which you purchase eggs or stock,
put these guestions right up to the
proprictor through correspondence.
In the great majority of cases you
will recelve square trealment.

In conclusion: 1f you really want
to keep chickens, make a beginning
now. Start small; don't Invest much
until you have had a certaln amount
of experience, but make a start. You
will never be entirely satisfled until
yvou have tried it
(Copyright, 1815, by Mntos-Menz Adv.

Co,, Ine.)

The Plaintive Song
of the Lazy Farmer

Y neighbor never seems to think

hls work will put him on the
blink, and give him rumatiz; he slops
around fu siush and snow, to get the
chores done up just so, and bed those
calves of his, He's up before the
break of day, a-throwin' down alfalfa
hay, to feed his cows and steers; he
warms the water and the swill, the
plgs go at It with & will, they like it,
it appears, When snow Is blowing
far and wide, his stock are comfort-
able Inslde, and go on gettlng fat;
no matter what the weather ls, he
bableg up that stock of his, and walts
on them like that,

Now my old cows are hardy brules,
they live on cornstislks and on roots,
Insteaid of fancy hay: they never have
a bite of corn, they get up early In
the mory, and sirike out in the
snow; the cornstalks make nutritious
feed, they're really all the old cows
need, to glve a good milk flow, Some
days when (t's too eold to thaw, I
throw them out a lttle straw, to
whet iheir appetite. They've got a
nice harbed-wire yard, and when it
freezes pretty hard, 1 let them io at
night; then when the ice is frozen
thick, 1T drill rlght through it with
my plek, so they can get o drink, 1
don't spend all my time out there Lo
glve my cows the hest of care, I want
some time to think, Thisy weanther [t
fecls mighty good, to have my wife
bring In the wood, and build a roar-
lng flre; hard work and worry do
not pay, I sit and rest and smoke
away, what more could 1 desire?—
The Pralrie Farmor.

el
In "ropria Persony,

My, Johpsing—Say, Mr. Dorman,
what am de meaning of dis here line
In de tleket whar 1t says ""Nob trans-
ferable?™

Mr., Dorman—Dat meang, B'rer
Johnsing, dat no gen'leman am ad-
mitted unleszen he comes hlggell —
Exchange.
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WHITE PLYMOUTH ROCKS.
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The White Plymouth Rock Ia unquestionably one of the best generalepurpose fowls produced, 1t posres-
sed unukuul utility value, which sppeals Lo commercial poultfymen, and e benuty mulees It the 1d6) of many
of America's foremost fanclers. This varlety of the Plymouih Rock breed came as o xport from the barred
variety, which Is the parent 32 all Plymouth Rocks.
fshanks and feet are yellow. The females are exceptionally good luyers of brown-shelled
kexes are fine lable birds et nll ages, The welghts follow.

The plumage color Ia pure white throughout,

Coclk, 9% pounds; len, T cockerel, 8; pul-
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